Sturbridge Trails Committee

Meeting Minutes

Date: June 10, 2010

Location: Temporary Town Hall, Room 34
Attendees:   Randy Redetzke (RR)(Chairman), Brandon Goodwin (BG), Doug Quigley (DQ)
Associate Attendees: Louie Berthiaume (LB), Richard Paradise (RP) 

Absent: Pat McGarrah (PM), Steve Morris (SM)
Other Guests: Tom Chamberland (TC) (PLAC/USACE) arrival at 6:15, Fritz Reeves 

6:05 PM call to order 

· Reviewed meeting minutes of May 13, 2010. BG motion: Motion to approve the minutes of May 13, 2010 as written, DQ second, Approved 3/0.

· BG introduced Fritz Reeves.

· RR provided an update on the last PLAC meeting. The PLAC had a joint meeting with the Open Space Committee (OSC) to discuss the current proposed PLAC charter items and the potential for combining the OSC with the PLAC. OSC was generally against the combining of the two committees. Current proposed make up of the PLAC includes a member of the Trails Committee.
· Critiqued the Heins Trail Fun Day performance. General agreement that things ran well but general disappointment with turn out. General agreement that the date selection for National Trails Day is poor because of graduations, Southbridge Fest and Brimfield activities. Future events should avoid June. It was suggested that a press release be done on the event. RR requested any good photos be sent to him for possible inclusion.

· RR reported that two teams of students from WPI have indicated a desire to work on Sturbridge Trails projects. Reviewed list of potential projects as previously submitted. TC suggested that a structural analysis of temporary bridge 7 could be added to the list or a full design if the Trout Unlimited grant proceeds. RR to ask Erin Jacque on status of grant.

· General discussion on the continuing need for a trailer to transport volunteer tractors to the work events.   
· The TSHS students will be finishing the shed on Friday June 11, 2010. DQ to solicit a donation of pizza for the students as a thank you for lunch on June 11, 2010. LB has volunteered to seal the exterior of the shed.

· TC reported that the donated Bridge Crossing B deck materials are at the USACE East Brimfield site. LB has volunteered to seal them. Phil Cambo has secured an individual to install the decking. RR suggested that if we have some notice we can try to get some additional help on the installation. 
· TC reported that the BOS agreed to award the HPP grant design work to CME. 

· Decide that a general public work day would be scheduled for Sunday June 27, 2010 12:00-3:00 to spread loam on the shoulder of the GTT Westville to Ed Calcutt bridge section. Decided that a pre work day would be conducted on Saturday June 26 at 8:00AM to move loam to the trail in preparation. 
· RR indicated that he had met with Shaun Suhoski to review priorities that the Trails Committee needs him to address. The priorities are: Morse Agreement, TLGV Grant receipt, and the Belanger property easement.

· TC indicated that we need to flag the Arbutus Park Loop trail routing. No date set because of schedule commitments and travel.
· RR to advise the Conservation Committee that the Heins Orienteering Markers where left in place and the maps where left in the kiosk for the public to use. 
· Committee consensus was to pass on the Kodak grant application because of the short time frame for submission and no specific project ready for funding.

· TC reported that the RTMPSC is moving forward with the RFP. Currently being reviewed with Jean Bubon.

· RR explained that the Trails Committee needs to have an annual election of officers. It was agreed that the date should be after the Town Administrator makes any new appointments which is customarily in June. Motion by BG: Motion that the Trails Committee annual election of officers be conducted in July of each year. 2nd by DQ, pass 3/0.

· TC asked if anyone had received any formal communication lately from the Conservation Commission in regard to the use of the word “Farm” when referring to the Heins property. RR to inquire of the Conservation Commission on this subject.

· The Grand Trunk Trail Blazers will be selling Trek Sturbridge T shirts at the Feast and Fire event on July 3. 
· RR reported that he has not heard anything new on the Savers Bank grant.

· Next meeting July 08, 2010 at Temporary Town Hall room 34 6:00PM.

·  Adjourn 8:05 PM 
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